
Car Driving Theory Test Changes Coming 28 September 

 

Changes are coming to the theory part of the driving test and these will come into 
force on 28 September. The changes had been scheduled for March, however, due 
to the coronavirus epidemic; they were pushed back to the end of September, which 
is fast approaching.  

Who needs a theory test 

You will need to take the new theory test as part of the UK driving test if the following 
applies: 

• You are taking a test from 28 September 2020 onwards 

• You have lived in England, Scotland or Wales for 185 days at least before 
taking the test.  

The changes to the driving theory test 

So, what are the changes to the theory test on 28 September? Well, three multiple-
choice questions have been introduced and these are based on a video of around 
three minutes you will have to watch before answering.  

The changes have been mainly introduced to make it much easier for people with 
reading difficulties, learning disabilities or developmental conditions to take the 
theory test.  

As the theory test stands now, people have to read a case study first and then go on 
to answer five questions related to it. This makes the test extremely difficult for 
people who suffer from dyslexia, autism or any other learning or reading difficulty.  

The aim of the test is to determine your understanding and knowledge about the 
rules of the road.  

How it will work 

When the test changes at the end of September the reading case study part of it will 
be done away with and in its place, you have to watch just a single short video clip 
and then answer three questions.  

During the theory test, the person taking it watches a short video clip (around three 
minutes). The clip might show driving along a road in the country or town.  

You will then have to answer three questions relating to what you have just seen.  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/image_
data/file/105052/theory-test-video-multiple-choice-question-example.jpg  

The video is played in a screen with it being shown in the left-hand pane with play 
and pause buttons along with a progress bar, or you can choose to watch it in full 
screen.  

In the right-hand portion of the screen, viewers can see the question at the top and 
multiple-choice answers; you have to tick the correct answer. Once you have 
answered the question, you then click on the “Next” button to move on to the next 
question.  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/image_data/file/105052/theory-test-video-multiple-choice-question-example.jpg
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/image_data/file/105052/theory-test-video-multiple-choice-question-example.jpg


You can watch the video clip as many times as required and you can even answer 
one question and then play the video again before answering the next one. It is also 
possible to go back and look over the video and your answers before finishing the 
test.  

What is not changing about driving tests 

Only the reading case study part of the theory test is changing with the video clip 
taking its place. Any other parts of the driving test remain the same.  

You still have to revise and practice free of charge 

For instance, you still have to do revision before taking your driving test to prepare 
for it. You can also take a practice theory test online free of charge.  

This includes multiple-choice questions and the hazard perception test.  

Read and answer 50 multiple choice questions in 57 minutes 

The theory test still involves some reading. You will still have to read and answer 50 
multiple-choice questions and you will have 57 minutes in which to do so.  

To pass the theory test you need to get at least 43 out of those 50 questions correct.  

It may be possible to get “reasonable adjustments” on the theory test if you suffer 
from a disability, health condition or have a reading difficulty. For instance, you may 
be given more time; help with reading the screen or have someone rephrase the 
questions in a way you understand them.  

Take the hazard perception test 

You still have to take a hazard perception test. This has not changed format and is 
still video clips with hazards with the aim of you spotting the potential hazards 
developing.  

In the hazard perception test, you will watch a video clip as though you are in the 
driver’s seat of the vehicle. In total, there are 14 clips to watch with some having two 
developing hazards and others just one.  

Each developing hazard you get right is awarded 5 points. You need to click on the 
screen as soon as you recognize a developing hazard. When you have clicked, a red 
flag appears on the screen to show your click is counted.  

If you click because you think a hazard is developing but it does not, it does not go 
against you. To pass the hazard test you have to score more than 44 out of the 75.  

Once you have taken the theory part of the driving test you will have two years in 
which to complete your driving test or you will have to take the theory part again.   

How to book your theory test 

You can book your theory test the same as always by applying online at the gov.uk 
website. 

To book a test you need your driving licence number; email address and credit or 
debit card.  

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/book-theory-test


   

 

 

 

 


